
 

 

Date: October 31, 2014 

Dear Parents, 
 
Cedar Mountain Elementary is dedicated to providing all students with an excellent education so 
that each child can succeed in school and in life. To ensure your child’s success, we have set 
high standards that are reflected in what is taught in our classrooms. In the coming school year 
we will look at multiple assessment measures that indicate how our school is succeeding. This 
will ensure that we reach our goal of all children succeeding in school and in life. Your child’s 
teacher will be sharing with you how your child has done on the new STAR assessments at 
conferences. 
 
Our school has shown significant improvement from last year in the areas of academic growth 
and achievement gap reduction.  Unfortunately, the scores from the past two years are 
combined to come up with the designation and we still have room for improvement.   
This year Cedar Mountain Elementary has again been designated a Continuous Improvement 
School under the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). This is the result of 
the school being among the 25 percent of Title I schools with the lowest performance on the 
state’s Multiple Measurement Rating (MMR), which measures school performance on student 
proficiency, academic growth, and achievement gap reduction based on the MCA test scores.   
Under ESEA, Continuous Improvement Schools must use student performance data to undergo 
a needs assessment. A needs assessment is a systematic process whereby we analyze school 
data in order to make decisions on how to improve the school. We will undertake that process in 
the coming weeks and months, and will use the results of the needs assessment to create 
changes and updates to our school improvement plan from last year that is aimed at helping all 
students reach their full potential. In order to accomplish this important work, we will put 
together an improvement team which includes a variety of stakeholders, including parents. You 
are invited to be a member of the improvement team; if you are interested call 507-557-2251. 
 
Families and communities will be at the center of our school improvement plan. Your 
engagement and support in your child’s education is critical to his or her success. Visit with your 
child’s teacher(s) at conferences about how you can best support the work they are doing in the 
classroom. It would be very beneficial to talk to your child about the importance of all tests that 
we take at school.  We are making our students aware of their test results and their targets and 
we hope our students put forth their best effort to reach them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cedar Mountain will also be offering several activities for you to be engaged in your child’s 
education.  Be looking out for future information on: 

• Parent Teacher Conferences in the fall and spring 
• FRED Night – coming up this spring- a fun night for dads and male role models 

to spend time with their child with a focus on the importance of reading 
• ECFE Nights – a time for parents to learn and play with other families that have 

young children.   
• Study Island Challenge  
• Native American Parent Meeting  
• Title I Parent Meeting  

 
We know not all parents can come to every event but you can still be engaged and support your 
child’s education through steps like providing a quiet place for your child to do homework or 
read, limiting screen time, and talking with your student about school. Also, remember that 
students between 5-12 years old need 10-12 hours of sleep each night; adolescents need 10 
hours of sleep.  Research is saying that screen time should be limited to 2 hours a day – that 
includes computer, TV, and iPads. 
 
We are looking forward to a great year.  We are confident that with parents, children and school 
staff working together – we can improve these test scores.  Your child’s 4th and 5th grade 
classroom teachers will give you your child’s MCA test results at conferences.   
 
As always, please contact me if you have any questions or comments. And again, please let me 
know if you would like to be a member of our School Improvement Team. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cedar Mountain Elementary Principal 
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